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and calculate the time that it took an Italian bomb to drop,
tuning up his powerful red Indian motor-cycle the while.
When the aeroplanes had gone, he dashed round the town
picking up the rare injured—he was leader of the Red Cross
unit—and spotting what, by a gloomy misnomer, he termed
duds.
The duds and the injured were all carted off to the Red
Cross hospital where the injured were soon put to rights,
for Hockman was a fine surgeon. Next came the turn of
the duds, which were Hockman's especial hobby. He
hammered them on the nose, twisted their tails, broke
open their shells, and sorted their insides out. Ethiopians
and duds, for him, were very much the same upon the
operating-table.
One day he hit a dud too hard on the head and died in
ten minutes.
He was a great loss to the Ethiopian Red Cross and
to many others. His friends, who had begged him to
abandon his practices, arranged a funeral for him that
Sunday.
Packing a small suit-case and hiding it under my over-
coat I told Wolde the houseboy not to worry if I did not
come back, and my other acquaintances more dolefully
that I was off to the cemetery.
" Say you are going to a funeral," said Ato Makonnen.
With this disconcerting prognostic in my ears I drove out
to the aerodrome at Akaki, to find a two-seater open
Potez, ten years old, being hauled out on to the tarmac by
an Armenian mechanic.
At four-thirty the Minister of Aviation, in ordinary
Ethiopian day dress, stepped briskly out of his new American
tourer, handed instructions in Amharic script to an
employee at the hangar and introduced me to Lij Asfau
Ali, a pilot in a grey uniform. He looked smart, hand-
some, young and friendly. He spoke French, though
he had never been out of Abyssinia, where he learnt his
flying.
" We haven't had a fatal accident yet,55 he said, and his
cheery smile put me at ease in the matter of the age of
his machine. With a laugh, an Italian parachute was
clamped round my waist, and swaddled in an over-size
Ethiopian flying-suit I was hoisted into the rear cockpit.

